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must yet be regarded as one of the most effective and indis-
pensable forces of intellectual and moral development

The chief reason why the social problem is at the same
time a moral problem is because in the strife of individuals
to secure social position, besides much that is objectionable
and directed toward transitory ends, there co-operates a
moral factor whose right cannot be gainsaid. It is this:
the equality of social rights for which the masses deprived
of such equality strive is a prerequisite to moral equality.
For not only does the social regard enjoyed by the individual
react upon his self-respect Without it he is incapable of
sharing in those common intellectual purposes whose pursuit
unites the members of a moral community.

The great ethical superiority of Christianity over ancient
civilisation consists in its thorough application of the principle
of moral equality. At first it sought this equality only in that
intellectual realm where its application to the moral life is still
most fruitful | it believed that all individuals bear the same
relation to the ultimate grounds and end of human exist-
ence. I As the power of Christianity grew, however, the
influence of this doctrine of equality, at first conceived with
reference only to the future life, necessarily extended into
the sphere of the present, and finally resulted in the demand
for a common possession of the most important intellectual
goods. If we may deduce from the past and the present
the direction of future development, the law seems to hold
good that the sphere of those who share by their own efforts
and with a clear consciousness of the ends they seek in the
advancement of social culture will become wider and wider,
and that its extension will become essential to the further-
ance of moral ends.

While the sphere of intellectual culture is thus the only
one where relative equality of individuals is at once attain-
able and necessary to ensure the moral worth of personality,